E1928

drivers’ licenses, this bill would unnecessarily
take away the power of States to set eligibility
and documentation criteria for drivers’ li-
censes.

My colleagues, the focus on immigrants and
the expansion of federal powers of surveil-
lance since September 11 has diverted atten-
tion from other critical security lapses that
should be addressed in this bill, such as un-
funded State and local homeland security
needs, lack of adequate security at our na-
tion’s airport, intelligence gathering failures,
and the substantial evidence of incompetence
and lack of coordination at the Department of
Homeland Security.

However, at the end of the day, | believe
that Congress has an obligation to act as ex-
peditiously as possible to make this country,
and indeed the world, a safer place. | don’t
believe that this should be done on the backs
of immigrants and law-abiding American citi-
zens, and I'm going to work to make sure that
doesn’t happen.

But | don’t want a single New Yorker, or
American, to lose sleep at night because Con-
gress failed to accomplish what we all agree
is our highest priority—protecting America. We
are 3 years after the attacks of September 11
and 3 months after the Commission issued its
recommendations. We simply cannot wait any
longer to move forward on these critical re-
forms.

So, my vote today is only a vote to protect
the changed funding formula that prioritizes
high-risk areas like New York, my home state,
and to move this measure to conference with
the Senate, which has passed a bill that more
closely embodies the 9/11 Commission rec-
ommendations. And | can assure you that if
the conference report that comes before our
House is not significantly improved from what
we have today, | will vote against it.

But for today, we must move this process
forward to ultimately try to enact legislation
that will truly and comprehensively improve
our national intelligence structure.
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Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today on behalf of the people of the
4th Congressional District to recognize Don
Dreyer of Rockville Centre, NY.

| am extremely honored to congratulate Mr.
Dreyer upon being named by Health and
Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson
as one of the eight people nationwide to re-
ceive the prestigious Secretary Recognition
Award. Receipt of such an honor is testament
to Don’s impressive record of over thirty years
of work on behalf of disabled persons.

Born with brittle bone disease, Don Dreyer
was homebound until the age of 15. He has
never let the fact that he is in a wheelchair be
a handicap. Instead, he has spent much of his
life seeing to it that the twenty percent of our
nation’s population who are disabled do not
see themselves as handicapped either.

Don began his crusade for the disabled in
1971 when he served as Director of Media
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and Public Relations at the National Center for
Disability Services. Among his duties was the
planning of foundation fund-raisers, including
the Center's Annual Celebrity Sports Night
Dinner. Don was also responsible for securing
corporate and foundation grants for the edu-
cation of young children with severe disabil-
ities.

For over 25 years, Don has served as Di-
rector of the Nassau County Office for the
Physically Challenged where he has always
exhibited consummate diligence and tireless
effort. In this capacity, he has worked to enact
State and Federal legislation to enhance the
lives of both disabled children and adults. The
pinnacle of Don’s career was in 1990 when
his efforts led to the passage of the Americans
with Disabilities Act. Today, he continues to
support civil rights policies for the inclusion of
disabled persons in the workplace, commerce,
transportation, education, and health care.

During October, which is Disability Employ-
ment Awareness Month, the Department of
Health and Human Services seeks to recog-
nize the efforts of those who have made a
contribution to the disabled in both the public
and private sectors. Although Don has re-
ceived numerous distinctions in the past, this
award distinguishes the national impact that
he has had over the past three decades.

Mr. Dreyer’s tireless commitment to his job
has made a difference in the lives of many.
Once again, | would like to offer my congratu-
lations to him on this well-deserved national
recognition and wish him the best of luck in
his future endeavors.

————
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today | am
introducing the Disaster Area Health and Envi-
ronmental Monitoring Act with my colleagues
Representatives TIM BISHOP, SHAYS, SERRANO,
MCINTYRE, MCDERMOTT, and SCHAKOWSKY.

During a disaster our first responders hero-
ically rush to the disaster area with little regard
for their personal safety in hopes of saving
others. We owe it to them to at least monitor
their health when it has been put at risk. Un-
fortunately, no such program exists. There is
no better example of this than what has hap-
pened in the aftermath of 9/11.

Today, more than 3 years after 9/11, there
are literally thousands of individuals who are
still sick as a direct result of their work in and
around Ground Zero. Included in the sick are
police officers, firefighters, volunteers, resi-
dents, and area workers. Despite a clear
need, there is still no one in the Federal Gov-
ernment in charge of caring for these individ-
uals, there are no coordination among pro-
grams established to screen these illnesses
and there is no Federal program that provides
anyone with any treatment. This is why we are
introducing the Disaster Area Health and Envi-
ronmental Monitoring Act. This is the com-
panion to S. 1279, which was introduced by
Senators VOINOVICH and CLINTON in the Sen-
ate and passed by unanimous consent.

The Disaster Area Health and Environ-
mental Monitoring Act would create a standard
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for a monitoring program following a disaster
when the President determines a monitoring
program is needed. This monitoring program
would be set up to screen the health of af-
fected individuals. By creating a coordinated
monitoring program we can provide valuable
information to affected individuals and we can
assure our first responders that we will con-
tinue to care about the health affects after the
disaster. | urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.
—
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Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
special tribute to men of the 2nd Battalion 7th
Marines (2/7) that have recently returned from
their tour of duty in Iraq. Specifically, | would
like to honor Corporal Justin Perez, Lance
Corporal Andrew Kingscott, Lance Corporal
Justin  Sebring, and Lance Corporal Ben
Gunderson, of my district, for their outstanding
service in support of Operation Iragi Freedom.

These proud Marines exemplify the honor
and tradition that the Marine Corps stands for.
These men have offered their lives for an idea
greater than any one of us as individuals—the
right of all God’s children to live in freedom.
Through their courage, the flame of freedom
has been lit; through their bravery its warmth
and light continue to shine on America; and
through their courage its rays of hope and op-
portunity now reach a nation of people. Their
actions laid the groundwork for a safe and
democratic Irag, which will ultimately make the
United States and the world a safer place.

Their character is measured not only by
their efforts in the field; it is measured by the
hope they brought to the oppressed, the free-
dom they brought to the terrorized, and the
bravery and fortitude with which they com-
pleted their mission. | am honored today to
recognize Corporal Justin Perez, Lance Cor-
poral Andrew Kingscott, Lance Corporal Justin
Sebring, and Lance Corporal Ben Gunderson
for their exemplary service on behalf of their
country, and thank them for their work.

COMMENDING DR. ROBERT
STUART
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Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er. | am pleased to have the opportunity to
talk about a positive, life-affirming journey
which represents the best and the brightest of
my district. It is with tremendous pride that |
rise today to commend Dr. Robert Stuart from
Charleston, SC, for being one of the 20 cy-
clists to participate in the Bristol-Myers Squibb
Tour of Hope™.

The Tour of Hope is a grueling eight-day
bike journey across America that is designed
to help raise awareness about the need for in-
creased participation in cancer clinical trials.
The cross-country tour is the brainchild of
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